The French Capture Ciudad Rodrigo
Spring gave place to summer and still the British Com-
mander watched and waited.
The French were stirring in his direction now and were
engaged in the siege of Ciudad Rodrigo, a Spanish frontier
fortress.
Still Lord Wellington remained quiescent, not to be lured
from his path to rush to its defence.
... He is not the rash man he was [wrote Charles Napier * to his
mother on July ist], or Ciudad would ere this have been relieved . . .
my persuasion is that the siege was little more than a battle-trap for his
lordship, which he has not been caught in.1
It was hard, however, to stand by and leave Ciudad Rod-
rigo to its fate, and to have to resist the repeated calls for help
sent out by its gallant governor Herrasti.
" Nevertheless," says Napier, " "Wellington absolutely
refused to venture even a brigade, and thus proved himself
a truly great commander and of a steadfast mind. It was not
a single campaign but a terrible war he had undertaken."2
On July loth Ciudad Rodrigo fell, and, as Lord Wellington
had expected, he became greatly out of favour with the Spanish
in consequence.
We have not received a letter from Spain or .any intelligence for the
last ten days [he wrote his brother Henry on July ipth], and the officers
who are out on the flanks of the army tell me that not only they can
get no intelligence, but can scarcely procure anybody to carry their
letters. This is not encouraging.3
Arthur's worries, however, did not make him forget his
friends, and when about this time the Duchess of Richmond
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